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REF: STATE 005813 

WE APPROACHED QUAI (MISTRAL) ON JANUARY 12 TO 
SOLICIT FRENCH PARTICIPATION IN UN MILITARY 
EXPENDITURES STUDY, DRAWING ON INFORMATION IN 
REFTEL. SPEAKING PERSONALLY, MISTRAL SAID HE 
DOUBTED THAT FRENCH WOULD WANT TO VOLUNTEER, BUT 
ASKED TIME TO REFLECT. ON JANUARY 16 HE CONFIRMED 
THAT FRANCE "HAD NO INTEREST" IN THE STUDY, AND 
WOULD NOT APPROACH SECRETARIAT. HE ADDED THAT HE 
HAD NO REASON TO EXPECT THAT GOF'S NEGATIVE RESPONSE 
WOULD BE DIFFERENT IF SECRETARIAT TOOK INITIATIVE 
TO SEEK FRENCH EXPERT PARTICIPATION. 
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